AUTHOR'S PREFACE

L

a             and   a   half                          the

the light of the day, the author had decided upon
the compilation of the Encyclopoedia Jaioica* Twenty years of
incessant research work with the help of an able staff^ elapsed
before necessary material was gathered for this voluminous task*
To cope with the expenses of pobllsMng these volumes, the Jain
publishers Limited was incorporated and registered at this time;
but this             failed on account of certain untoward circumstancs.

By this time the author             upon the idea of testing the

vein of public opinion          inclination to the work of this type

before hazarding upoa the publication of these volumes* Favourable
reception of his articles in certain monthly papers,, encouraged
him to a certain extent Deep study made him inclined to think
that the hitherto generally received theory of Ashok and Priya-
darshin being the names of one and the same individual was
wrongly based* Prof* Herman Jacobi's "Sacred Books of the East,
XXII" in which was stated "f Samprati the Fabulous Prince,n
' incited him to further' research; at the end of which he was con*
vinced that Ashok and Priyadarshin were names of different
individuals, both being emperors of Magadh. Another point OB
which the author had reason to differ from the general consensus
of opinion was the belief that Sandrecotes, the Maurya emperor
of Hagacjh in 327 B. C. when Alexander the Great Invaded India,
was none other than Chandragnpta Maurya; the whol^ ancient
chronology is based upon this by most antiquarians* Mylisto14y

chronological calcolations led me 'to tie contention/"that
Sandrecotes was another name of1 Ashok, the gttnd&on of Ctiaa*
Ai oontributioo , of articles                  .-theories,
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